Walk N°.1: From the Tourist Office, turn right at Géneral de Gaulle
Street, then left at Aristide Briand Street. You arrive at the place
where the “communal oven” (hS-6) used to be. Here you will discover
houses dating back to the 14™ and 15" century. Go down Notre
Dame Street to Octave Bernard Street. On this street 50m, on the left,
there is the former breeding stable (3), which was still operational at
the beginning of the 20" century. At its boundary, there is an ancient
tower, a remnant of the village fortifications in the 14" century (4).
Retrace your steps towards the Crédit Agricole bank and take the
little Langevin Street on the left. Going down the street, you may be
able to see the 11" century castle mound (7). Turn right towards the
place de la Liberté and cross the bridge in the direction of Bélabre.
Take the first turning on the left, signposted for Loutre. Follow the
road round to the right and take the first turning on the left and follow
the lane, which goes along the River Benaize. After 2km of shaded
path, you will see the magnificent Riviéere Castle. The castle is not
open to visitors, but take the trouble to go round to the right and go
down to the river, where you will find a pretty view over the area (10).
Sometimes in the summer it is possible to cross the river via a nearby
ford.

Walk N°.2: This will give you another idea of local heritage. The
arrival of mills in the 14™ century and the supply of the food products
they provided would develop trade with neighbouring regions. From
the Tourist Office, go down Notre Dame Street, crossing the streets
Octave Bernard and du Trupet. Go down the little street called Louis
de la Trémoille and you will come to the River Benaize. On your left
(8a) is the La Font mill, rebuilt around 1850 on the site of an old mill.
Follow the river up to the place de la Liberté to discover the Gersant
mill (now the Perrin mill) (8), which is mentioned in the 15" century.
Cross the bridge and go into the campsite on your right. Follow the
river. After crossing two meadows, you will find near the hillside a little
shaded path. This will lead you to the Neuf mill (8b), cited in the
15"/16" century as being the property of the family of La Trémoille.

If you would like to visit St Pierre (9), we advise going by car.
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THE CONVENT OF THE POOR CLAIRES
The former convent of the Poor Claires, with rough hewn stone, now
has private owners who have restored it. This convent was founded
“by the Duke of La Trémoille with the permission of the bishop in
1632". In 1727, there were 23 sisters in the convent, four of whom
were lay sisters. Saint Claire, spiritual daughter and disciple of St
Francis of Assisi, founded the order of the Poor Claires, or the Poor
Ladies, in 1212.

In the 16th century, “to help the local people”,
the Poor Claires taught the young girls of the
village. The nuns also gave a sum of six
thousand pounds “for the construction of our
church and buildings in our community, which
is currently in a good condition”. From this it
can be supposed that the constructions must
have taken place in the middle of the 17th
century or at the beginning of the 18th century. This convent had
outbuildings as far as the communal oven.

Notice the entrance door with its lintel sculptured in an ogee arch with
jamb mouldings. The Poor Claires’ building was still in existence in
1789. Then, in 1794, it was sold as a national property.

HOUSE - 15TH OR 16TH CENTURY

Alterations were carried out in the 18th century and the house was
modified in 1965 to use as a post office. At the end of the Middle
Ages, there were only some window ledges remaining on the south
wall. On the second level, we can see a small opening with a
protruding window ledge and a blocked-
up, oblong opening where only the
protruding window ledge can be made
out. The last opening on the right also
has a protruding window ledge and a
lintel adorned with an ogee arch.

In the 18th century the windows in the
north wall were enlarged. The mouldings
of the openings disappeared during the
alterations made in the 20th century.

NATIONAL STUD FARM
Colbert created the royal stud farms in 1665, but it took a very long
time for its administration to take shape. The stud farms were closed
down at the time of the Revolution in 1790, then re-established under
Napoleon the First in 1806 and were again axed during the reign of
Napoleon the Third. In 1874 a law was passed re-establishing the
stud farms and defining the breeding districts. The horses received in
the stable at La Trimouille were Anglo-Arab pure blood. This stable
was a breeding centre, which was part of the national stud farm at
Saintes. The stable closed in 1992. On the building opposite you can
see the stone ties of an old filled-in door with a curved arch.

Fortifications and ditches must have surrounded this little village in
medieval times, since in the 17th century the ruins of this defence
system served to distinguish the ‘town’ from its outskirts. It is noted in
archives that in 1484 prisoners were detained in an ancient tower or

turret of the castle.

HOUSE - 15TH CENTURY

This house, opposite
Aristide Briand Street, is
worth viewing. It is true
that it has kept only a
large window on the first
floor from the 15th
century.

This window has jambs :
and a moulded lintel. The mullions and the
crosspieces have disappeared, but you can
still distinguish a trace on the lintel. They
were perhaps removed in the 19th century to
avoid the tax on windows. This house is
interesting because it is typical of urban
building, stretching in height because it was
not possible to expand in width. The ground .
floor shows that it was probably a merchant’s shop. The counter must
have been on the left, and behind the entrance door there could have
been a staircase to go up to the first floor. This explains why the
window on the first floor is out of alignment.

THE OLD COMMUNAL OVEN

The building, which is on the corner of Aristide Briand and Notre
Dame Streets, has an opening on its east face. On the west wall, in
Notre Dame Street, you can see on the second level an opening
bevelled in an arc.

CASTLE MOUND - 10TH CENTURY

The hill on which the castle was built had been called “La Mothe”.
There is nothing left to see of “La Mothe” except the mound site near
the banks of the River Benaize, which flows through the commune.
According to the 1484 archives, it would seem that the castle had
been destroyed a long time before: “In La Trimouille there is no castle
or fortified building or residences for the lords of La Trimouille, but
there is a mound with an ancient wall, showing that a long time ago
there had been a castle and fortifications”.

GERSANT MILL - 15TH CENTURY

At the same level as the castle, on the banks of the river, two mills
were built very close to each other: the Gersant mill, now known as
the Perrin mill, and the La Font mill. The
Gersant suburb gave its name to the mill
built near the bridge. In 1833, on the
decision of the municipal council, the
entrance gate near the Gersant mill was
ti B destroyed. In the past, the mill

demarcated the estates of the Dukes of
La Trlmounle and those of the Riviere, Gersant and Régnier.

CHURCH OF ST PIERRE, LA TRIMOUILLE

The Romanesque church was deconsecrated after the Revolution,
then sold to private individuals in 1794. It then served as farm
buildings. Split up into two parts, the church was used as a barn,
stable and hayloft. At the present time, the church has two joint
owners. The church probably underwent several modifications in the
Middle Ages. These are shown by the three blocks of different
heights: the chevet, the nave and the ante-nave.

The sanctuary must have been entirely covered with murals, traces of
which are still visible in a number of places.

These murals could date from around e
1160-1180 but this is pure speculation. :

They are in very bad condition. The
pinkish colour, which appears on the
plaster, reveals a microscopic alga,
which is causing the plaster to peel off
and making the mortar fall off in large
pieces. Be that as it may, the existence of these murals of great
quality is a witness to the past richness of this modest, little church.




